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DFG

• promotes research of the highest 
quality

• maintains a dialogue with civil society, 
the political sphere and the business 
community

• supports the transfer of knowledge

• acts in accordance with scientific 
principles in all its procedures



3Guiding principles for knowledge transfer projects

Aim is to bring about more innovation for society 
and provide fresh impetus for basic research

Researchers whose findings have been funded by 
the DFG

Application partners addressing relevant issues of 
the society or exploring new markets

Equal partnership in jointly run projects

A prototype, an exemplary application or practical 
concepts as a tangible project outcome



4Framework for knowledge transfer projects

Applicable to all academic disciplines

Based on evaluated results from DFG projects

Knowledge transfer projects are pre-competitive

Funding available only to academic partners

Joint project work by all partners

Substantial involvement of the application partner

Cooperation agreement governs IP and publications



5Suitable funding schemes for previous research projects

Project funding as the basis for 
knowledge transfer projects

• Research Grants

• Research Groups

• Priority Programmes

• Collaborative Research Centres (SFB)

 The focus must be on carrying out 
research

Other funding schemes that do not 
form the basis for a transfer

• Funding for equipment, e.g. New 
Instrumentation for Research

• Funding of Literature and Information 
Systems

• International Scientific Events

 The focus must not be on preparing for 
or facilitating research



6Project structure

Typical project structure

Usually, one application partner and one academic 
partner

Multiple academic partners are possible

Generally, the same people as in the previous 
project, though changes are possible

Multiple application partners are possible

The more partners (i.e. more interests), the more 
time-consuming the preparation, particularly of the 
cooperation agreement
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Potential application partners

• In general, commercial enterprises, but 
also clubs, schools and many others

• plan to make further use of the results, for 
example by developing them into products

• Contribute to the transfer project in terms 
of content and personnel

• Are clearly and convincingly integrated 
into the work programme

Exclusion criteria

• Partners eligible to apply to the DFG, e.g. 
university hospitals or non-profit limited 
companies

• Integration for the sole purpose of 
validating the results

• Provision of material resources only

 These partnerships are already 
possible under the other funding 
schemes

 Cf. forms 4.02 and 4.03

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-4-02-353946___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo3YWVhOmVlYjdlOTMwNjA4YzczM2VlYWNkNjY4ZjRlZWQ3MGY3NzNjZTMyMDkxOTI1OWI0Yzc4ODM0MzdhMTIwM2M2NWQ6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-4-03-353952___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6NzpmYTkyOjEyMzc0YjY4NTViMDczMTExMWJlNmE5YjI3MTIwZDM1NDVjODU5ZThiMmRjMTNlN2ZlZGJlZGMzOWViYzQ1ZTc6cDpUOkY


8The cooperation agreement

Review by the DFG Head Office
(confidential; i.e. not shared with reviewers)

Submission of the signed contract when 
submitting the proposal

Forms 41.026 (companies) and 41.026a 
(charitable/public sector partners)

Strong recommendation:
ONE contract between all partners!

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-41-026-246592___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6NzpmNjc4Ojg0NTc5OGNiZjQxNDFhOGU5ZjViYmU3ZWRiZjMwZjRlYTdmNTA4MzY1N2ZhODIwODk4ZDg5ZGE1ZDgxMzg3NDc6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-41-026a-246594___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo5NGNiOmU2ZWVmZDFhMGIwNjI1NWJhNzFjYjYxM2Y5NzVlMGY5NDc1NjU4YjA4ZGY2ZTRiYTZkMmE1MGY4ZTBiNWRhMTQ6cDpUOkY
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Date of submission of the application for the knowledge transfer project

Usually shortly after the completion of the 
previous project

Applications may be submitted whilst the 
previous project is still ongoing

Findings intended for transfer must be 
ready for peer review



10Review criteria

Quality of the 
preliminary project’s 
results, degree of 
innovation

Objectives and 
criteria for success

Joint Work 
Programme

Suitability of the 
application partner

Impact on the 
scientific community

Pre-competitive 
nature of the project



11Knowledge transfer projects based on Priority Programms

The DFG Heas Office is open 
to all suggestions.
Open communication makes 
everything easier.

Coordinated proposal submission

Simpler and quicker decision-making; 
cross-project networking still possible; 
only worthwhile four or more proposals

Individual proposal submission

More flexible in terms of timing and 
coordination between proposals

No special funding!

The projects are funded through 
individual grants!



12Guidance on submitting a proposal

Formal submission as a research grant

DFG forms 50.01 and 54.01

Description of the project

DFG forms 53.01 (always the latest version!)

Refer to the supplementary guide!

DFG forms 54.014

Submission only via ELAN

Consultation via erkenntnistransfer@dfg.de 

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-50-01-246700___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo2NGIwOjNkODllN2FjNGVjYzJmMzgyZDZmYzFjYjQ2ZWFiM2M2MjY5MTVhMDg1OWI4MzljNWMzMTFlMTEwZjcwZTNjYWI6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-54-01-246830___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo3NDc2OmRiZmIwYzFlNDEzM2VjNGViYTMzNzRiNTc3ZDU1MWRlMGQ3ZWViOTlmNzZiNWRmNTNjZWU1NDgzZDQ4Y2Q0ZjM6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-53-01-elan-246768___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo2MTZkOjBhYzNlNmQ3YWRmM2VkNzZjMTUzOWNkOThmNTViNmNmZjgzYzExOTMwZGFkMTBjMWI4OWY3YThkMjg5YzQyMmU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-54-014-246838___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo1YjE3OjI1MzQzN2E0YzVkODNjNzlhYTVhNDA5NTliMDdhNDY1ZDIzMWUzZTQ1ZTRjNTg4YzQ4ZmViMmRiNzdkNTk5MWE6cDpUOkY
mailto:erkenntnistransfer@dfg.de
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A few final remarks

• Transfer projects are self-contained
(i.e. no applications for continuation are permitted)

• Several transfer projects may be based on one 
predecessor project

• Approval rates are currently difficult to predict
(due to competition with other funding schemes)



LinkedIn | Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(DFG) – German Research Foundation

Bluesky | @dfg.de

Instagram | dfg__public

Mastodon | @dfg_public

YouTube | @DFGbewegt

wieland.biedermann@dfg.de

More Information:

www.dfg.de

www.dfg.de

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://de.linkedin.com/company/deutsche-forschungsgemeinschaft___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6NzoxZTU4OjU4NTBkYzFkNjA2Mzk5MjI5YWYwYWMyMTFiNTYzMTIzNjgzOWYyMTg2MzMzYzZkNTQyOWUzOTFlOGRjZWExOWI6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://bsky.app/profile/dfg.de___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo5YWJkOjRlMTQ0MjgxNzBhZDUzY2IwMDVhMmU3MWY0YTczNTIwN2E4MjZkMjNmZjE3NTk5MTBhMGQ0MjUxNDkzODlhOGU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.instagram.com/dfg__public/?hl=de___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6NzozZWJmOjI2YzUwM2JiZjM5ODBiMTNjNTE1ZTkyOTI1NDg5MDMwY2E2OWRhY2M0NDBkZTc4MzU1OGFlMjllZGJiODEzYjE6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://wisskomm.social/_@dfg_public___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo5MGM1OjQyNWIzNGYwMDYyM2Q3YjQyMjc1MmU0OWUyNjEzZTEyODAxNmQ5NTI2MzEwNjdiYzY2NTI1NmQ0MWNlMDQ1ZmI6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://www.youtube.com/_@DFGbewegt___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6NzpmZmFlOmZjMzljMDk1Y2NiNzc1MTYzZjhiMDM4Y2RlMWMxMmQ4MDA1YjUwYjUzYmRlZTIwNWZhNTBmZDBjM2M0NTc4YWU6cDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r02/___https://wisskomm.social/_@dfg_public___.YzJlOnZlcmJhbmRkZXV0c2NoZXJtYXNjaGluZW51bmRhbmxhZ2VuYmF1ZXY6YzpvZmZpY2UzNjVfZW1haWxzX2F0dGFjaG1lbnQ6YzQ4OWJmYTA2OWNmMTA4MDU2NzIwZTRlMzE0ZWQ3MDg6Nzo5MGM1OjQyNWIzNGYwMDYyM2Q3YjQyMjc1MmU0OWUyNjEzZTEyODAxNmQ5NTI2MzEwNjdiYzY2NTI1NmQ0MWNlMDQ1ZmI6cDpUOkY
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